THE TRAGEDT OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
on the acknowledgment that Socialism was ruled out. He had
been warned that any hint of an attempt to introduce anything
Socialistic would at once bring the two orthodox parties
together against him and pull down the Labour Government.
The fact that Labour was unable to apply its own remedy to
the cure of unemployment and the inability of the man in the
street to appreciate the reason for Labour's powerlessness were
two vital elements in the political history of the years 1929
to 1931.
It is difficult to get the ordinary elector to understand the
limitations of a minority government. The fact that a Labour
Government was in office under the leadership of the well-
known Ramsay MacDonald seemed sufficient. When the
Labour Premier was accepted by Parliament and honoured by
the King, the average elector naturally believed that the power
to do things went with the honour. Conservative and Liberal
leaders kept exploiting the elector's ignorance and telling him
that Socialism had failed to cure unemployment. But Mac-
Donald had taken office fully alive to the implications of an
extraordinary political situation. To him the minority position
was the best possible. It suited his policy of inaction. To have
no majority in the Commons might worry a Premier anxious
to translate his political principles into legislation ; it could not
embarrass a Premier who had no intention of taking any risks
whatever. His policy was to * stand pat/ and that did not
require a parliamentary majority.
The distance a minority can travel away from the dead
point of status quo is in direct proportion to its support in the
House. The legislative measures that MacDonald wished to
introduce were such as would not only get a majority of the
House but unanimity. The minority position gave him all he
wanted without responsibility. He would forgo the power of
the sceptre if he might have the glory of the crown.
If only he could keep his turbulent followers in check,
laisser-faire and * safety first' constituted the policy for him.
But his followers, even those who were not turbulent or
extreme, would not have it so. They had been returned to
Parliament pledged to do work, they said, and they began to
press ^for the fulfilment of pledges. At first they were dazzled
at being the Government of the day ; but, when they got used
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